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SUBJECT: SUGGESTED MESSAGE TO THE NEW INDIAN MINISTER FOR EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS 

1 . ATAL BEHARI VAJPAYEE WAS SWORN IN AS THE NEW INDIAN MINISTER 
OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS LATE YESTERDAY AFTERNOON, MARCH 26. THE 
EMBASSY RECOMMENDS A CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY 
TO VAJPAYEE. 

2. A SUGGESTED TEXT FOLLOWS: I AM DELIGHTED TO EXTEND MY 
CONGRATULATIONS AND SINCERE BEST WISHES UPON YOUR ASSUMPTION OF THE 
IMPORTANT DUTIES AS INDIA'S MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. OUR 

TWO COUNTRIES HAVE A PROMISING AGENDA, AND I AM CONFIDENT THAT OUR 
GOOD RELATIONS WILL CONTINUE TO IMPROVE. I LOOK FORWARD TO 
A PRODUCTIVE EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WITH YOU ON MANY ISSUES OF MUTUAL 
INTEREST DURING THE MONTHS AHEAD 
SCHNEIDER 
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